[High-dosage chemo-radiotherapy with autologous bone marrow transfusion in malignant lymphoma: indications and personal experience].
We report the results of a pilot study of dose intensification with autologous bone marrow support in patients with malignant lymphoma. Since January 1988 11 patients with malignant lymphoma have been treated by intensive chemoradiotherapy or combination chemotherapy followed by autologous bone marrow support. 6 of the patients had non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in first remission with unfavorable histology and/or unfavorable clinical prognostic factors, and 5 patients were in second or subsequent remission (2 non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, 3 Hodgkin's disease). Bone marrow harvest and cryopreservation of marrow cells were uneventful. 10 patients showed full hematologic recovery, while one patient with Hodgkin's disease died early of pneumocystis pneumonia. With the exception of one interstitial pneumonitis of unknown etiology, the clinical course during hospitalization was otherwise uncomplicated. The mean duration of hospital stay was 33 days. 2 patients relapsed after dose intensification, while the others are in continued remission (median 7 months, range 2-14 months).